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Boy says
Courttestimony
contradicte e vuer
taped cojp|e^ion

Assodatad Press:

PENSACOLA, Fla. —A 13-year-old
boytookthe witness standyesterday
and calmly denied that he and his
brother killed their father tyith a
baseball bat last fall. •

AlexKing's testimonycameonlya

Vv'Alex and Derek Kng are being
' tried as adults on charges of first-de-
' ;gree murder andarson. Eadi'would
.^.receive ah automaticsentenceof life
'^'prison wlfitoot parole ifconvicted
>^£illii^Kin^K 40. :
'Wflrefightsrs found King's body in-;

hisbuimnghomeNov. 26.
i%The bo^ "^fc. l2 a^.13 at the
''fimeofthesla^ng.

For the second time in as many
weeks, Alex repudiated confessions
he and Derek, now 14, gave to Es-
cambia County sheriffs deputies a
dayaftertheirfatherwasbludgeoned
to death.

few hours after prosecutors played a
tape-recorded statement in which he
confessed to police.' ButAlextoldju
rors that a family friend he had once

'loved both emobohally and sexuaUy
committed the murder..::"' fv* rj
' "He told us that there had been a
fight," Alex thstified. "Hesaidhehad

vImW mydadtoprot^ us." •
Alex Aye Similar testimony

against the man, Ricl^ Chavis, at
Cnavis' trial last week. Chavis, 40,
was tried for'the same crime before a
different jury,but theverdict will re
main sealed until the boys' trid is
over. ' *.'

Alex^raid the .brothers hid in the
•trunk of Chavis* car while Chavis
.killed thdr father shortly after ^e
boys..returned home from running
away: Th|^ hadspent nearly 10 days

.-with Chavis, hidh^ under a trapdoor
th^ father came to visit, Alex

^8hid.J^>v
.^'tUnlitel^vre^ when hetestified
in a greenjail jumpsuit and hand
cuffs, Alex had on a long-sleeve
dress shirt and tie and his hands
were free. He looked straight at the
lawyers as he answered their ques
tions instead of staring downmostof
the time as he had done last week.

He testified that Chavis committed
the murder because he was afraid
Terry ifing would find out he was
havingsex withthe boy.Chavis per
suaded the brothers to take the
blame by tellingthem that, as juve
niles, they couldget off by claiming
self-defense, Alex said.

"I wanted to be with Rick because
I was in love with Rick," the boy
said. "He said my dad would have
kiiled us before he would have let us
go." ' •

Alex said Chavis let the boys play
video Antes, watchtelevision ^ late
as theywanted andsmoke marijuana

at his Pensacola home.
Earlier yesterday, prosecutors

played the boys' tape-recorded con
fessions to police. In those state
ments, Derek admitted killing his fa
ther while Alex said it was his idea,
claimingthe brothers were afraid of
beingpunishedfor runningaway.

Ibe first blow of the aluminum bat
sounded "about like wood cracking
or hitting concrete or something,"
Alex saidIn his statement.

Sherift's investirator John Sander
son testified that both boys initially
claimed Derek had struck their father
during a struggle.


